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October 23, 1995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN BEGINS NEW CHAPTER WITH INDEPENDENT GOVERNING BOARD
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's new Board of Trustees will
spend the next few weeks preparing for a smooth transition in January when the
board assumes responsibility for more than 11,000 students, 1,800 employees
and a $110 million operating budget.
Eastern's new trustees have a broad range of backgrounds and experiences
and each will bring a valuable perspective to the board," said President David L.
Jorns. "We are delighted with the appointments and look forward to a positive
and productive working relationship."
Trustee Mack W. Hollowell, M.D., (Charleston) is vice chairperson of the
Board of Governors Universities, Eastern's current governing board. He was a longtime physician in Coles County before retirement.
The other six trustees are Nate Anderson of Rock Island, principal of Rock
Island High School and assistant superintendent of Rock Island/Milan School
District; Keith Branson of Mattoon, real estate broker with
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Coldwell-Sanker Classic Real Estate; Susan Gilpin of Park Ridge, vice president of
The Northern Trust Co.; Thomas Johnson of Rockford, attorney and president of
Williams & McCarthy; Carl Koerner of Effingham, chief executive officer of Koerner
Distribution; and Betsy Mitchell of Champaign, director of public affairs for
Devonshire Realty.
Anderson received a bachelor of science degree and a master of science in
education degree from Eastern in 1973 and 1977, respectively. As a student at
Eastern, he was active in athletics.
Gilpin earned a bachelor of arts degree from Eastern in 1976.
Johnson has been chairperson of Boys State, which has been held on the
Eastern campus since 1973.
Koernerreceived Eastern's Lumpkin College of Business and Applied
Sciences Business Ethics and Social Involvement Award in 1992.
Mitchell earned a bachelor of arts degree and a master of arts degree from
Eastern in 1975 and 1980, respectively.
Jorns said the university is eager to bring the new trustees to campus as
soon as possible. They have been invited to participate in Homecoming festivities
on Oct. 28. A more formal orientation is tentatively planned for December.
"The trustees inherit a very stable, thriving university, but also a very
challenging environment for higher education in Illinois," said Jorns. "Issues such
as funding, access, diversity and technology will continue to demand attention
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even as the boards adapt to this new organizational structure."
Jorns said his administration will assist the new trustees in becoming
familiar with the university and its needs, in particular the issues the board will
need to address at its first regular meeting, tentatively scheduled for January.
The trustees' appointments need to be confirmed by the Illinois Senate. The
Senate is scheduled to meet in veto session in early November.
Eastern, located in Charleston, is a public, residential university that places
priority on teaching excellence. More than 11,000 students are enrolled in
undergraduate and graduate programs. Non-traditional and part-time students are
enrolled in programs at both on- and off-campus sites. University faculty are
involved in a wide range of research and public service activities.
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